
Pastor’s Letter 

Dear Friends; 

It is hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner. 

Sunday, we passed out Advent Devotional Guides for our members 

and a calendar of events. These events have been in the bulletin and 

also are included with this newsletter. 

This year our Christmas theme is, “A Simple Christmas”. In 

America, we have made Christmas into a huge, costly production. 

Chris’ parents grew up in the Depression, and his mother grew up 

on a farm. As she sometimes puts it, “We were poor by today’s stan-

dards, and so was everyone else.” She remembers Christmases when 

there were few presents for the children. But, here is what she also 

remembers: It did not matter. She looks back on those frugal Christ-

mases with just as much joy as any child. 

The title of the devotional guide this year is, “Before we came to 

God, He came to us.” The most important thing in creating simple,  

happy Christmas memories is remembering what is important about 

Christmas. Of course, the most important thing is Christ. We give 

presents at Christmas because of the gift of God in Christ. 

Children are always impatient for Christmas to come—and they 

don’t like waiting for their presents. All of us, a lot of the time, have 

to wait on God. We are praying. We are hoping. But we also have to 

wait—and we don’t like waiting any more as adults than we did as 

children. So, a part of a Simple Christmas is 

learning to wait in the right way. We need 

to wait in expectation that God will do a 

lot more for us this Christmas than we can 

imagine, if only we pray. 

God bless, 

Chris, Don and Cindy 
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But the angel said to her,  
“Do not be afraid, Mary,  

you have found favor with God.  
You will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus.  He 
will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High.   
The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David,  
and he will reign over the house 

of Jacob forever;  
his kingdom will never end.” 

 

…”I am the Lord’s servant,” 
Mary answered. “May it be to 

me as you have said.” 
 

Luke 1:31-33 & 38  

As disciples,    

causing God great 

joy by sharing the 

love of God with 

others as we have 

seen it in Jesus 

Christ. 
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Wednesday Night Alive! 

Our anchor midweek program, 

Wednesday Night Alive, disciples  

children, youth and adults for 10 

weeks each school semester.  For chil-

dren and youth, the LOGOS model 

program is based on Acts 2:42, “They 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching & to fellowship, to the  

breaking of bread & to prayer.”  Each 

age group participates in worship 

skills, Bible study, dinner and recrea-

tion of some kind.  The program re-

lies heavily on adult volunteers and 

forming intergenerational connec-

tions.  There are also opportunities 

for adult studies and fellowship over 

a delicious dinner.  Minimal fees are 

charged to keep the program going.  

Currently, we begin at 5pm and end 

at 7:30pm.  There is a parents’ meet-

ing January 11, 2012 for those inter-

ested in participating next semester 

and the 10-week program begins on 

January 18. 

Breakfast  
with Santa 

Saturday—December 10th  
 

Puppets  will present the message: 

“THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS”  
 

All the fun begins at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary, 
followed by breakfast in Lindsay Hall and pic-
tures with Santa.  Admission to this event is 
one medium to large Teddy Bear per child, 

(non holiday bears please) which will be do-
nated to  

the Child Advocacy Center. 
 

Call the church for more information. 

   Advent Tells the Story of  Christmas     

as told in Luke 1 and 2 
Nov. 27, Sunday   Waiting 
Dec. 4, Sunday   Comfort 
Dec. 11, Sunday   Proclamation 
Dec. 18, Sunday   Salvation 
Christmas Eve, Saturday  Arrival 
 Cordova at 5, 8, & 11 pm 
 Arlington at 5 & 6:30 pm 

Christmas Day, Sunday  Celebration 
 Cordova at 10:30 am only 
 Arlington at 9:30 am only (community service) 

Jan. 1, 2012, Sunday  Presentation 
 Cordova and Arlington at 10:30 am only 
 9:30 am Sunday School 
 

Join us each week at Advent Presbyterian Church as we hear the simple, 
yet profound, message of Christ’s coming to us. 
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Thanks to youth club, 
Parents Day Out, Pre-
school and all the Ad-
vent folks who joined 
in the effort to re-stock 
Advent’s Food Pantry.  
The food donations 
poured in and I am 
proud to report we are 
now over-flowing in 
groceries.  Especially 
during the holidays, 
but also all through the 
year, there are a lot of 
people that call or 
come by Advent need-
ing groceries.   
And thanks to you and 
your generosity—we 
are able to reach out to 
those in need and Feed 
the Flock!  

—Annette Johnson 

Advent’s Food Pantry—Feeding the Flock 

Sunday 

December 4th 

—A Simple Christmas— 
 

 4:30 pm —Outdoor Caroling 

 5:00 pm —Annual Congregational 

                Meeting & Program 

 6:00 pm —Pot-Luck Dinner 
 

Bring a dish to share, Advent will provide  

drinks, green beans, rolls and some fried chicken. 

Suggested menu items by first letter of last name: 

                  

            A-G       desserts 

                          H-P       starchy sides or other meat dish 

                            Q-Z      vegetables or fruit 

Friday 

December 2nd 

All Day Prayer   
7 am-6 pm 

 

Healing Service 
6:00 pm 

One Month Ago Today 

Senior ‘Advent’urers 
 

Christmas Party 
 

Friday, December 16, 2011 

11:30 am 

The Scruggs’ Home 

8568 Riverwood Farms Pkwy 

 

RSVP: 372-6420 (Robert) 





January Highlights 
 

 

Thursday, January 5th @ 6:00 pm 

The Awakening  

Final Team Meeting & Pot Luck 
 

Friday, January 6th  

All Day Prayer 

6:00 pm Healing Service 
 

Wednesday, January 11th @ 6:00 pm 

Children’s Ministry Parent Meeting 
 

Saturday-Monday, January 14th-16th 

The Awakening for Youth ages 14-19   

Pinecrest 
Get registration forms at www.midsouthgb.com  

 

Wednesday, January 18th @ 5:00 pm 

Wednesday Night Alive! --back in session 
 

Sunday, January 22nd @ 12:00 pm 

Usher Training / Lunch 
 

January 27th-28th 

Women’s Retreat 

Marriott, Carriage Crossing 

MIFA’s 

Holiday Hope Chest Program 

Holiday Hope Chest provides gifts for the children living in MIFA hous-

ing. These kids and their families are in our program because they were 

homeless or in danger of becoming homeless. While in the program, par-

ents attend life skills classes, where they learn money management and 

other skills, in addition to receiving counseling if they have experienced 

domestic violence. They also work with case managers to pay down debt 

and find employment. 

 Over the years, MIFA has noticed a disturbing trend: because these 

families move around a lot, they generally have few possessions, and they 

often have no books at all for their children to read. So this year, we're 

going to provide books for the children during the holidays. 

We will only accept new books as gifts for the children to be added to a 

library collection for the housing program. We don't have a wish list, but 

our program serves children up to age 18, and most are very young 

(under age 5).  

Fire Victims 

Emergency Services Program 

Any toys (limit $15) we receive will be distributed to the children of fire 

victims who apply for assistance through MIFA’s Emergency Services 

program.  Items the children like best seem to be dolls, teddy bears, 

small toys.  All donations should be unwrapped and in their original pack-

aging. 
 

Deadline for all donations is  

Monday, December 5th 

Youth Leadership Memphis 
 

December 10th 
 

Volunteers who have a vehicle capable of 
towing a trailer are needed at 6:15 am.  Or, 

any and all volunteers needed to help!   
Sign up in the lobby  

or call Harlon at  
754-9624.  

Bible Study with Video 
—Preparing for Christmas— 

 

The Journey  
by Adam Hamilton 

 

Mondays at 6:30 pm 
11/28, 12/5, & 12/12 

Club Windward 
 

Contact Georgia if interested 
threecheesepate@yahoo.com 

Order your poinsettias for Christmas.   
Last day to order is December 15th.   
Poinsettias will be on display in the  
sanctuary Sunday, December 18th. 

Pick up your poinsettia Christmas Day. 

SUPPORT GROUP  

FOR CHRONIC MEDICAL 

CONDITIONS 
 

The first Wednesday of each month 

from 6:30-8:00 in room 203 we will 

meet for support group.  Join us 

Wednesday, December 7th to hear the 

first guest speaker—Dr. Kevin Merigian 

who will speak on A PHILOSOPHICAL 

APPROACH TO MANAGING 

CHRONIC INFLAMMATORY DIS-

EASES.  He created The Stone Institute 

in Cordova to provide care to patients 

who are not adequately managed 

through conventional orthodox medi-

cine. Dr. Merigian embraces conven-

tional and nontraditional treatment mo-

dalities (including natural remedies).  

An Effective Greeter  

is like a city  

set up on a hill.   

They become landmarks to churchgo-

ers who learn to depend upon them.  

The Greeter must do his/her work in 

the power of the Holy Spirit, bringing 

glory to God in the Lord’s house on 

the Lord’s day. 
 

Extra Greeters needed on  

Christmas Eve  

– please contact Sandra McCorry if 

you are available to  help. 

901-755-6609   

mcsand@aol.com 


