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Pastor’s Letter

Dear Friends:

September is such a busy month that it’s easy to get exhausted. Every-
one is busy getting their children off to college or back to school and
buying school supplies and clothing,. Just to complicate things, most
church related activities begin again as well, so we are beginning a Fall
Sermon Series, Wednesday Night Alive, Weekday and Weekend Bible
Studies, and many other church programs. It is easy to lose track of
what is really important.

For the past year, I've been periodically reading and reflecting upon a
book called Simple Church, which is a call to simplify church life and
focus on discipleship. A year ago, Robin Ballou centered our year around
the idea of “Worship Plus Two=Blessing” (W+2=B), which means that
many of us should consider making Regular Church Attendance and (1)
a weekly Sunday School, Bible Study or Small Group Experience, and
(2) some service to Christ either within or without Advent as part of
our weekly regular activities and habits. Not so long ago, the pastors
were meeting and one of us suggested that you could look at this ﬁind of
idea with these three ideas:

e Reach Up! Reach out to God in Worship
e Reach In! Grow as a disciple
e Reach Out! Share the Wisdom and Love of God with others.

This year, one of the main focuses of our life together is going to be em-
powering members of our congregation to experience what I would call
“Practical Christianity”. Sometimes we pastors can make the spiritual
life look like we expect every member to become another Mother Teresa
or Albert Schweitzer. We thank God for the spiritual giants who we can
study and learn from, but most of us most of the time are called to live
out the Christian life in a particular family, in a particular workplace, in
a particular vocation, in a particular neighborhood, in a particular city.
We live out the Christian best by going about our business and letting
our little light shine for anyone who is watching.

We cannot escape our world with its challenges and its problems. We
cannot spend all of our time in religious activities. We must have time
for rest, for family, for friendships, for work, for community. We have to
find a way to practice our faith in the midst of the hundreds of other
things that we do day after day. And, if I am correct, that is all that God
expects of us—in fact it is exactly what God expects of us.

Your Friend in Christ,
Chris
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Men’s—September 15th-18th
Women’s—September 22nd-25th

Call the church office for details
and locations.

begins
Tuesday, September 6th
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Begins September 14th

Theme: School Spirit Night

New Church Directory

Advent is growing and it can be difficult to put a name to
every face you see. Whether you are new here and need a
little help remembering the people you meet or you've
been here a while and need a little reminder every now
and then, we have a solution on the way.

We are producing a pictorial family directory!

It is important that every family and every member par-
ticipates in this directory so that we can put a face with
your name. There is no cost to have your photographs
taken, and you will receive a complimentary 8x10 por-
trait and directory for participating. Of course, if you will
like to order prints you can do that to! You'll have your
photos in time to share at Christmas.

September 11th will begin the sign-up process for pho-
tography and portrait viewing sessions. Bring your calen-
dar and stop by the tables outside the sanctuary to sign-

up.

Cordova Campus Schedule Arlington Campus Schedule
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Faithful and Loyal Servant

B " Joann Allen retired the last day of August 2011. She served as captain of

| the ship in the role of administrative assistant in the church office. She
1 served Advent for over 25+ years and has watched Advent grow and
change. Joann will be greatly missed. For many years, she was Dave’s
administrative brains (a big job!) Then, she had to keep up with Chris and
occasionally slow him down (a worse job!!). Dave , Chris, Don and Cindy
have been the beneficiaries of her wisdom and experience. Her work ethic
and understanding of Advent and almost everyone who had been a mem-
{ ber over the years was such a blessing to everyone. Her future plans are to
enjoy the next chapter of life, travel often and have fun with her grand-
daughter and family.

Oct 4" -9 Oct. 7th & 8th
Oct 11" -16™
Oct 18" -22™

Online registration is open now so reserve your spot
early!

Just go to our website and click on the “Church Direc-
tory” link under the “Resources” tab. (http://
www.adventpres.com/resources/church-directory)

Volunteers Needed!

We need volunteers to help with in-church sign-ups and
photography day check-in. If you would like to volun-
teer, contact the church office at 901-755-6290.

Looking Ahead....

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETR
World Communion Sunday
October 2nd at 10:30 am
One Outside Worship Service
hot dogs, chips & drinks provided
...bring a side dish or dessert to share
*NO SUNDAY SCHOOL*
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETR
October 6th
Senior Adventures
Pink Palace Crafts Fair
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETR

Fall Carnival
Friday, October 28th
Ages 2-12 years
(must be accompanied by an adult)
Games—Prizes—Candy—Fun
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETR
Stewardship Sunday
October 30th

Italign Fest

Sunday, September 18th
5:00 pm

Italian Fest will be located in the Christian Life Center.
There will be a Silent Auction benefiting Living Waters
and also there will be live music &

lots of food and fun!

If you would like to donate some-
thing to be auctioned, contact Jayn
Lando at jaynlando@aol.com

LOGOS Training

with National LOGOS Team

© 000

Fri., Sep. 9th, 6:00-8:30pm
Sat., Sep. 10th, 8:30am-12:30pm
" They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching & to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread & to prayer.”

Acts 2:42

Contact Robin if you are interested in
learning more about the model that
drives Youth Club at Advent.

rballou@adventpres.com
755-6290 x21
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