Cindy Schwartz - Statement of Faith
I believe…….. in the Triune God , the one God , who is God in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

I believe in Yahweh, the God who created the universe and called the people of Israel, who chose in love and freedom to be for humanity before anything was created. He is Loving Parent, Covenant-Maker and Keeper, the Great I Am. Yahweh is sovereign and able to all things. His ways are not my ways. God’s Being is beyond what I can comprehend.

Yet God has chosen to reveal himself and come to dwell among us in the form of a human being, Jesus Christ. Fully God and fully human, Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. He was from the beginning, is now and ever will be. 
I believe because of my sin and the sins of the world, Jesus was crucified, died, was raised from the dead and that he ascended to the right hand of the Father, where he reigns over all creation. His crucifixion was the redeeming act for all creation.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who is our advocate, our companion, our wisdom and guide. The Spirit is our sustainer and the one who prays our hearts. The Holy Spirit loves me, and all people, even as sinners. It is the Spirit of Christ that enables me to love. The Spirit is at work in the world revealing God’s Word to us, granting us faith, spiritual gifts and empowering us to use those gifts for the church and the world. 

I believe in the authority of  Scripture, which is the inspired and true Word of God. The Scriptures attest to the Revelation that is Jesus Christ. When I, with prayer and love, read the Bible, the Holy Spirit brings me into communion with God. The traditions of the church, expressed through the various confessions and commentaries are gifts which may serve to clarify or enhance our understanding of scripture.

I believe that the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion are visible signs of invisible grace. Through the sacraments we are sealed in the promises of God, renewed in our identity as God’s own, fed for the journey, and marked for service to the One who meets us in the water, the bread and the cup.  

I believe in the Church, the Body of Christ, failed and yet and whole-in-Christ. She was established by Jesus to be his body, visible hands and eyes and mouths and feet to bring the good news. We are called  as a church to constant “each othering”, bearing each other’s burdens, accompanying each other, teaching each other, exhorting each other, seeking justice, sharing worship, forgiving and striving to reconcile with each other. We are always called to love and serve, not just those in our church membership, but all God’s people all over the world. Part of this call to love is to value all life, including all that God has created, human and non-human. I believe that the church includes all the saints, past and present who witness to Jesus Christ with their lives. 

